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THE SEASON OF CREATION – AN INTRODUCTION 

The Season of Creation, or Creationtide, is a period of the liturgical year from September 1 to October 4, 
dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life, while renewing our commitment to caring for our one 
planet home. 

The celebration of this Season began in 1989 when Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I established September 
1 as a Day of Prayer for Creation for the Orthodox Church. The World Council of Churches extended the 
celebration to October 4, the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi. An ecumenical effort is now underway to 
establish a worldwide Feast of Creation on September 1. 

In 2022, the 80th General Convention of the Episcopal Church recognized climate change as “an all-
encompassing social crisis and moral emergency that impacts and interconnects every aspect of pastoral 
concern including health, poverty, employment, racism, social justice, and family life and that can only be 
addressed by a Great Work involving every sector of society, including the Church.” 

The theme for this year’s Season of Creation is Living Waters, drawn from Ezekiel 47: 1- 12, which 
portrays God’s life-giving water flowing from the temple of God. In Ezekiel, water flows from God's 
sanctuary, healing and renewing land, waters, and human responsibility toward creation. The prophet's 
vision unfolds amid exile and loss. Water flows from the temple—at first a tiny stream that deepens, 
bringing life to dead areas and restoring ecosystems. To receive this new life, we must step into the waters 
ourselves—becoming part of God's river, joining creation's healing. 

Ezekiel's message emerged during Babylonian exile after Jerusalem's destruction. Yet his prophecy doesn't 
end in judgment. The river in Ezekiel 47 shows renewal: when the Lord dwells with his people, the land 
restores itself. 

This restoration extends beyond human salvation — it heals land, water, and ecosystems. The trees' leaves 
bring "healing," providing both sustenance and flourishing for humanity and creation alike. Ezekiel 47 
carries distinct environmental meaning: global restoration of life, ecological healing, the interdependence of 
humanity and the natural world. It brings hope for both humanity and creation. 
 

GOOD WORDS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

October 4, St. Francis 
A Reading from Hope is Here! Spiritual Practices for Pursuing Justice and Beloved Community, 
Luther Smith Jr.   

I hear people’s anxiety about the present and future state of the world… All this has led many to feel and 

say, “The times have never been this bad!” Although I understand how people come to this conclusion, I 

also know that every generation has faced crises that threatened to rip apart their personal, social, and 

political foundations… We insult our ancestors by exclaiming that we are overwhelmed and 

incapacitated because we live in the worst of times. 

This is our season! This is our time! We cannot use the increased complexity of our times and lives as an 

excuse to withdraw from our distinctive challenges. Every generation has dealt with confusing new 

realities that led to bewildering circumstances. Every generation has had the challenges and 

opportunities to embrace the work of hope. This is our time! This is our season! Hope is here to enliven 

us to life and the practices of justice and beloved community… Each one of us can be a sign of hope for 

this and future seasons. 

Luther E. Smith, Jr., Hope is Here!: Spiritual Practices for Pursuing Justice and Beloved Community (Louisville, 

KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2023), 186-188. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Luther E. Smith Jr. is Professor Emeritus of Church and Community, Candler School of Theology, 

Emory University. He is the author and editor of influential books on Howard Thurman, Christian community, 

and spiritual practices. 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

The Hymnal 1982, #405 All things bright and beautiful Royal Oak 

 

A Penitential Order for the Season of Creation 
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The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and God’s creation. 
Silence may be kept 

For our unwillingness to feel the suffering of others, 
and our readiness to live comfortably with injustice. 

Forgive us, O God. 

For our self-righteousness that denies guilt, 
and our self-interest that strangles compassion. 

Forgive us, O God. 

For our abuse of this planet 
and our exploitation of its resources. 

Forgive us, O God. 

For our failings in community 
and our reticence to become involved. 

Forgive us, O God. 

For the times we were too eager to be better than others, 
when we were too rushed to care, 
when we were too tired to bother, 
when we were too preoccupied to listen, 
when we were too quick to act out of motives other than love. 

Forgive us, O God. 

The Celebrant says 

May God forgive us, Christ renew us, 
and the Spirit enable us to grow in love. Amen. 

Pietermaritzburg Agency for Christian Social Awareness 
Song of Praise  
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant May God be with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

ost high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of 
the human world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may delight in shared life 

with your whole Creation in perfectness of joy; through Jesus the Wisdom of Creation, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading Job 38:1, 39:1-18 

hen the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
 

"Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? 
Do you observe the calving of the deer? 

Can you number the months that they fulfil, 
and do you know the time when they give birth, 

when they crouch to give birth to their offspring, 
and are delivered of their young? 

Their young ones become strong, they grow up in the open; 
they go forth, and do not return to them. 

"Who has let the wild ass go free? 
Who has loosed the bonds of the swift ass, 

to which I have given the steppe for its home, 
the salt land for its dwelling-place? 

 

M 

T 
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It scorns the tumult of the city; 
it does not hear the shouts of the driver. 

It ranges the mountains as its pasture, 
and it searches after every green thing. 

"Is the wild ox willing to serve you? 
Will it spend the night at your crib? 

Can you tie it in the furrow with ropes, 
or will it harrow the valleys after you? 

Will you depend on it because its strength is great, 
and will you hand over your labour to it? 

Do you have faith in it that it will return, 
and bring your grain to your threshing-floor? 

"The ostrich’s wings flap wildly, 
though its pinions lack plumage. 

For it leaves its eggs to the earth, 
and lets them be warmed on the ground, 

forgetting that a foot may crush them, 
and that a wild animal may trample them. 

It deals cruelly with its young, as if they were not its own; 
though its labour should be in vain, yet it has no fear; 

because God has made it forget wisdom, 
and given it no share in understanding. 

When it spreads its plumes aloft, 
it laughs at the horse and its rider." 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 121      Levavi oculos    St. Helena Psalter Hymnal S415 

 
I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from God, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

God will not let your foot be moved; * 
the One who watches over you will not fall a-sleep. 

Behold, the One who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

The Holy One watches over you * 
and is your shade at your right hand, 

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
__nor the moon by night. 

God shall preserve you from all evil * 
and is the One who shall keep you safe. 

God shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 

 
Second Reading  Acts 4:32-35, 5:1-11 

he whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great 

power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need.  

 But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property; with his 
wife’s knowledge, he kept back some of the proceeds, and brought only a part and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet. “Ananias,” Peter asked, “why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
to keep back part of the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your 
own? And after it was sold, were not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have 
contrived this deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!” Now when Ananias heard 
these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard of it. The young men came 
and wrapped up his body, then carried him out and buried him.  

T 
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After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter said 
to her, “Tell me whether you and your husband sold the land for such and such a price.” And she 
said, “Yes, that was the price.” Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to 
put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at 
the door, and they will carry you out.” Immediately she fell down at his feet and died. When the 
young men came in they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 
And great fear seized the whole church and all who heard of these things. 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn Hear the Spirit of Creation  

 
 

The Gospel   Luke 12:13-21 

 The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, O Christ. 

omeone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he 

said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist 

S 
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in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 
Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 
all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being 
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who 
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon  The Venerable Harry Leip 

A period of silent reflection is observed. 

The Baptismal Covenant  
As the Altar Party processes to the Font, all join in singing the first stanza of the hymn. 
 

 

 

 
After moving to the Font, the Celebrant or another Minister addresses the People 

Dear People of God: In this Season of Creation, we return, again and again, to the baptismal waters, 
giving thanks for having been drenched by God’s grace. 
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Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers? 

I will, with God's help. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

I will, with God's help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

I will, with God's help. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

I will, with God's help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  
and respect the dignity of every human being? 

I will, with God's help. 

Will you cherish the wondrous works of God,  
and protect and restore the beauty and integrity of all creation?  

I will, with God’s help. 

May Almighty God, the Creator of all that is seen and unseen, and who has given us a new birth by 
water and the Holy Spirit, by grace bestow upon us the forgiveness of sins, and keep us in eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

As the Altar Party returns to the Altar, all are sprinkled with Holy Water  
as they join in singing the second stanza of the hymn (above). 

 
Prayers of the People for Season of Creation 

The Deacon bids the Prayers 

In the beginning, God was. 
Here and now, God is. 
In the future, God will be. 
Therefore, let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always. 
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An Intercessor leads the Prayers. During the silences, the people may offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.  

Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we may be emboldened to 
heal and defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all who work for the good of the planet. 
Silence 
O God, the Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the places and people who 
suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed. 
Silence 
O God, the Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration and healing, and 
continue to bless those places that feed our lives and spirits. 
Silence 
O God, the Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty, and make us always 
thankful for the abundance of your blessings. 
Silence 
O God, the Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect, greed, or violence inflict 
suffering upon people and other creatures. 
Silence 
O God, the Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who seek your presence and help, 
especially Frank, Allen (“R.B.”), Desiree, Bill, Kitty, Nicole, Etta, Helen, Glenda, Thomas, Gloria, 
John, Steven, Julien, Joan, Kevin, David, Betsey, Pat, Ray, Gwen, Charlene, Bruce, and those we 
name now. 
Silence 
O God, the Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those who have died, 
especially ____________, and those we name now. 
Silence 
O God, the Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant concludes with the following Collect 

Bountiful God,  
Where we lack love, open our hearts to the world; 
 where we waste, give us discipline to conserve; 
 where we neglect, awaken our minds and wills  
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  to insight and care. 
Together with all your creatures, may we honor and  
 serve you in all things, for you live and reign with Christ,  
  Redeemer of all, and with your Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Celebrant says this, or another sentence of Scripture 

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because you have created 
all things, and by your will they were created and have their being. Revelation 4:11 
 

Choir Anthem  Pleasant are thy courts above Walter B. Gilbert 

Pleasant are thy courts above 

In the land of light and love; 

Pleasant are thy courts below 

In this land of sin and woe. 

O my spirit longs and faints 

For the converse of thy saints, 

For the brightness of thy face, 

For thy fullness, God of grace. 

 

Happy birds that sing and fly 

Round thy altars, O Most High; 

Happier souls that find a rest 

In a heavenly Father's breast! 

Like the wandering dove that 

found 

No repose on earth around, 

They can to their ark repair 

And enjoy it ever there. 

 

Happy souls, their praises flow 

Even in this vale of woe; 

Waters in the desert rise, 

Manna feeds them from the skies; 

On they go from strength to 

strength 

Till they reach thy throne at 

length, 

At thy feet adoring fall, 

Who hast led them safe through 

all. 

              --Henry Francis Lyte 

 

After the Altar has been prepared, the People stand to sing 

The Hymnal 1982, #593 Lord, make us servants of your peace Dickinson College  
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer 2 from Enriching Our Worship 

 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, 
source of life abundant. 
From before time you made ready the creation. 
Your Spirit moved over the deep 
and brought all things into being: 
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sun, moon, and stars; 
earth, winds, and waters; 
and every living thing. 
You made us in your image, 
and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; 
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us. 
Time and again you called us 
to live in the fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels 
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 

Sanctus  (S-129) Robert Powell 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 
To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, 
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. 
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
He yearned to draw all the world to himself 
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 
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the sacrifice of his life, 
and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, 
Jesus was at table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, 
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, 
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 

In the fullness of time bring us, 
with [___________ and] all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
to feast at the banquet prepared 
from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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Celebrant 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray. 

 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 

Then may be sung or said 

 

As the elements are prepared, all sing together 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion of the People 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

The sacrament of Holy Communion is central to the Christian community. As Christ gave freely of 
himself, so the sacred meal in his name is also freely given. Rejoicing in the spirit of Christ’s inclusive 
love, all are warmly invited to receive the bread and wine at the Supper of the Lord.  

Following the direction of the ushers, come forward to the communion rail, where you may kneel or 
stand. If you wish to receive a blessing rather than communion, please indicate that desire by crossing 
your arms over your chest.  

To receive the bread, your right palm on top of your left palm. Gluten-free wafers are available. Please 
assist us by crossing your right arm over your chest so we may serve you correctly. To receive the wine, 
please help guide the chalice to your lips. If you do not receive wine, you may touch the chalice when it 
is offered, or simply cross both arms after receiving the bread.  

We ask you not to dip your communion bread into the chalice (i.e., intinction). If you are not 
comfortable drinking directly from the chalice, you are welcome to receive just the bread; or you may 
touch the chalice when it comes to you. 

If you are unable to come to the altar rail, please notify an usher, and we will bring communion to you.  

 

As Holy Communion is ending, the People remain seated to sing 

Hymn Infinite Beauty   
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Postcommunion Prayer 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray 
Celebrant and People 

Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God, 
 that the gifts of your Spirit may work in us  
 and renew the face of the earth. 
May we be one with you 
 so that our work is yours 
 and your work is ours. 
Lead us to transform our lives 
 to reflect your glory in Creation;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior 
 who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God now and for ever. Amen. 

from “Prayers of Intercession for Creation Time 2012,”  
prepared by Sister Catherine Brennan SSL and Sister Ann Concannon SSL  

for Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI). 
The Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people 

May the blessing of the God of all creation, and of Jesus Christ, God’s creative Word, and of the 
Holy Spirit, who broods over all creation as a mother over her children, be upon you and remain 
with you forever. Amen. 
 

The Hymnal 1982, #610 Lord, whose love in humble service Blaenhafren 
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Dismissal     

Deacon Go in peace; 
 tend the earth,  
  our common home; 
 preserve the integrity  
  of God’s good creation; 
 and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude C Major Postlude Guido Bentivoglio 

 

 
RiteSong subscription # CPIRS29694      Music under OneLicense # A-713038 
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Notes on the Service on October 4, 2026, the 19th Sunday after Pentecost, 
Observed as the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, Friar 

By the Rev. Stephen Weissman 
  
Francis of Assisi died on October 3, 1226, so yesterday was the 800th anniversary of his entrance 
into eternity. This feast concludes the new Season of Creation which began on September 1. 
 
The collect paraphrases parts of Francis' "Canticle of the Sun," to ask that we, like Francis, might 
renounce worldly vanities and delight in God's creation. Among today's Scripture passages the first 
two are about the glory of creation; the second two are about the vanities of this world.  
 
Because Francis stressed the glory of the creation as a manifestation of God, today's first reading is 
the latter half of one of the Bible's most beautiful poems about the natural world. This poem, 
chapters 38 and 39 of the Book of Job, is God's response to Job's protests against the undeserved 
suffering of the innocent. God does not reply to Job's case. God silences Job by displaying the 
grandeur of creation and by  contrasting its Creator's brilliance with Job's ignorance. "Where wast 
thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?" God asks.  
 
The author and the date of this unorthodox book's composition are unknown. Linguists date the 
style and vocabulary to the Persian era, 500-400 B.C. Another guess is that it was put together not 
long after the Babylonians' destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C., by a survivor of that destruction, 
incorporating inside an ancient folktale a lament and protest over the ruin of God's 
chosen.  However, the book is applicable universally, for Job is not a Jew; he is a righteous Gentile. 
William Blake's water colors and engravings on the Book of Job are widely admired.  
 
Psalm 121 is usually considered a hymn of pilgrims on their way to the temple on Mt Zion, one of 
15 "Songs of Ascent." Jesus and his disciples might  
 have sung it on the road to Jerusalem. However, this simple incantation can be more generally 
applicable to any wayfarer gazing at any hills. Francis could well have used it during his many 
journeys. Notice that the word "keep" [or "guard," depending on the translation] appears six times 
in the eight verses. Verse six promises that the traveler will be kept from sunstroke and from lunacy, 
anciently attributed to having been moonstruck.  
 
According to the passage from the Acts of the Apostles used as today's epistle, the earliest church in 
Jerusalem practiced a communal economy. For withholding assets from the common purse, one 
couple dies at Peter's rebuke. Such dire penalties against deviant members are characteristic of tight-
knit sects. The primitive church in other cities of the Empire did not hold goods in common. We 
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do not know why; nor do we know when the Jerusalem Church abandoned the practice. The only 
institutions to succeed at communal ownership of goods over many years have been religious 
orders, such as the Friars Minor, (the Franciscans), the Order which Francis founded.  
 
The parable of the rich fool appears only in Luke's Gospel, but a similar warning appears from the 
second century B.C. in Sirach/Ecclesiasticus 11:18, "There is a man who is rich through his 
diligence...and this is the reward allotted to him: when he says, 'I have found rest and now I shall 
enjoy my goods!' he does not know how much time will pass until he leaves them to others and 
dies."  Sirach tells his story as a caution against complacency and self-satisfaction, "Call no one 
happy before he dies." (Ibid. 11:28)  Jesus tells his parable as a caution against greed and 
materialism.   
 
 

Sunday Service Schedule 
8:00 AM Rite I - Spoken  Eucharist 

10:30 AM Rite II with music 
 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Thursday Eucharist at 7:00 AM 

 

Food Ministry Hours 
Hot Lunch: Sunday 2-2:30pm 

Pantry & Take-out Meal: Tues. 1:30-3pm, 
Thurs. 4-5pm 

Wednesday Cafe & Conversation: 12-1:30pm 

 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Sunday 7am-1pm 

Wednesday-Thursday 8am-4pm 
Friday 8am-Noon 

 

 
Dear Ones, 
 
On Sunday, we will mark the close of the 
Season of Creation with the feast of St. Francis 
of Assisi. For generations, Francis was seen as a 

sort of medieval Dr. Dolittle, a kindly (if quirky) figure who could talk to the animals. With the 
advent of Creation Care movements, more attention has been paid to Francis as the patron saint of 
Ecology because of his deep respect for all creatures and elements – all sharing a common divine 
origin. Our preachers on Sunday will be Fr. Stephen Weissman (8am) and Deacon Harry Leip 
(10:30). 
 

 
Fresco by Giotto, located in the Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi, in Assisi, Italy. 
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Here is a poem about St. Francis and the Birds by Seamus Heaney, one of the most celebrated Irish 
poets of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and winner of the 1995 Nobel Prize in Literature. 
The poem evokes Francis’ words, bringing them into the present, fluttering wings around our 
heads. But don’t let the playfulness fool you. Heaney’s subject here, following Francis’ lead, is the 
serious value of play, the best kind of poetry we can make – in word or deed. 
 

Saint Francis and the Birds 
When Francis preached love to the birds 

They listened, fluttered, throttled up 
Into the blue like a flock of words 
Released for fun from his holy lips. 

Then wheeled back, whirred about his head, 
Pirouetted on brothers’ capes. 

Danced on the wing, for sheer joy played 
And sang, like images took flight. 

Which was the best poem Francis made, 
His argument true, his tone light. 

 
Autumn blessings, 

 
 
 

 
Breakfast will be hosted by Lawrence and Barb Holmes on Sunday, Oct. 
18, in the South Parish Hall following the 8:00 a.m. service. 
 
 

 
 
 
Upcoming Trinity Funerals 
Please mark your calendars for these important gatherings. 
 

Saturday, October 24, 11am             Nan Sweet 
Friday, November 6, 11am               Jerry Martin 
Friday, November 20, 11am             Dolores Friesen 
 

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace, 

and rise in glory to stand with the saints. Amen. 
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Items Needed At TFM 
Jelly (grape, strawberry, apricot) 
Canned Fruit 
Spaghetti Sauce (Cans or Plastic Please, No 
Glass) 
Flour 
Sugar 
Oil 
Powdered Milk in packets 
 
Statistics for week ending 9/27 
Wednesday Cafe: 42 
Sunday Lunch: 83 
Pantry Tuesday: 91 Individuals in 41 families (7 new) 
Thursday: 97 Individuals in 34 families (2 new) 
 
This week, I want to highlight both our Facebook page and the dedicated volunteer who keeps it 
current, Jeanie Bryant. Each week I count on her to update it with the latest happenings at TFM. If 
you have a moment, go to www.facebook.com (http://www.facebook.com/) , search for Trinity 
Food Ministry, and be sure to follow us. This week's page features news about Joyce Driver, CHW-
C, who recently attended the Tuesday Pantry for the first time. Joyce is a certified Community 
Health Worker and Community Referral Coordinator. She will work directly people to navigate 
federal and state agency programs (for example, signing up for SNAP or Medicaid). Thank you to 
Nurse Sharon for spearheading this effort and to Jeanie for sharing it on our Facebook page. 
 
St. Peter's will host the Fall Clothing event on October 27 from 12-3 and October 29 from 3-5. 
Please consider donating any clothing you can spare, particularly coats or jackets. Our community 
members always appreciate these items as the weather grows colder. 
 
We have been blessed with higher attendance at both Wednesday Café and Sunday Hot Lunch 
during the past weeks as the weather has improved. We always have room for you if you want to 
join us. Come and enjoy great food and conversation. 
 
- Chuck Dombek 
 
 

Diocesan Choir Sign Up for the 187th Convention 
If you would like to sing with the Diocesan Choir at 
convention this year, you can find more information and 
registration here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoSzb8Zg0fua_tN0S2AhyOZ2zsVVX2QEPP6x
UDhytFhsUL9g/viewform 
 
Fall Discernment Evenings:  virtually 6:30pm - 8pm 
Building on the success of the Spring Discernment Day, the Diocese of Missouri offers four virtual 
Discernment Evenings this fall for anyone exploring a call to ministry. Each evening centers on a 
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distinct path of service, with guest speakers sharing their own experience before an open time of 
questions and conversation. For anyone currently discerning a call, each session offers a meaningful 
next step. 
 
Monday, September 21: Priesthood 
Monday, September 28: Diaconate 
Monday, October 5: Lay Ministry 
Monday, October 12: Religious Life 
To register:  https://diocesemo.org/diomonewsletter 
 

 
This Week at Trinity 
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 Registration is Now Open for the 187th Diocesan Convention 
 
Saturday November 14 - Manchester United Methodist Church 
The Episcopal Diocese of Missouri invites you to join us for the 187th 
Diocesan Convention, a time for our diocesan community to come 
together in worship, fellowship, discernment, and the shared work of 
the Church. 
 
Guided by this year’s theme, Go: In Peace. In Hope. In Love, We will 
gather as people sent into the world to proclaim the Good News, 

serve our neighbors, and participate in God’s work of love, justice, and reconciliation. Convention 
is more than a business meeting; it is an opportunity to celebrate our shared ministry, strengthen 
relationships across our congregations, and look together toward where God is calling us next. 
 
More information can be found here:  https://diocesemo.org/conventionreg 
Registration for Saturday's activities and the Convention Eucharist can be found here:  
https://diocesemo.org/conventionreg (https://diocesemo.org/conventionreg) 
 
 
 
This Week's Core Value: A Place to Belong and Create 
Trinity is a community of refuge, creativity and belonging, inspired by the 
Spirit, where all sorts and conditions of people can know and be known. 
 
 
 

October 4: The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
In our Diocese of Missouri, we pray for the people and ministry of St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church (1870) in Ironton and for Richard, their Vicar; and 
Bob, their Deacon. 

• In our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico, we pray for Holy Trinity (Parroquia Ayudada La 
Santísima Trinidad) in Ponce. 

• In the Anglican Communion, we pray for Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil. 

• In the Armed Forces and Federal Ministries cycle of prayer, we pray for our chaplains, 
military members, their families, and for those serving in the Americas and Europe at Naval 
Station Guantanamo Bay, Ramstein Air Force Base, Army Garrison Bavaria, and Naval 
Station Rota. 

 
We keep in our prayers those who are ill or in need: 
Frank Schottler 
Allen ("R.B.") Robinson Bey 
Desiree Bratton 
Bill Mayhan 
Katherine "Kitty" Drescher 
Nicole Adams 
Etta Taylor 
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Helen Hendry 
Glenda Wiman 
Thomas Kirk 
Gloria Winston 
John Biggs 
Steven Forsyth 
Julien Worland 
Joan Dunbar 
The Rev. David K. Fly 
Betsey Gardner 
Pat Way 
Ray Becvar 
Gwen Sims 
Charlene Wright 
Bruce Baldwin 
 
Friends and Relatives: 
Mtr. Penny Warren, friend of Fr. Paul. 
Edward Otto, for successful treatment and ability to adapt following serious accident. 
Frances Dickey 
Laurie, family member of Mary Moore, cancer 
Jay Shuldiner, friend of Brian Alms, heart attack 
Carol Hall, Brian Alm's sister. 
Treyvon and his parents. 
Teri Smith-Jones, former parishioner, recovery from accident 
Geraldine Caldwell, friend of Carter Whitson, profound dementia. 
Harry Forbes and Bruce Deal, NYC friends of Michael Shepley 
Marshan Leib, friend of Brian Alms, Lewy's Body Dementia 
Tim, friend of Mary Moore, cancer 
Angela Salvador, friend of Brian Alms, breast cancer 
Dennis Jones, friend of Sharron Underwood. 
Tiffany Cruz, friend of Lisa Carpenter, breast cancer 
Joe Richardson (Of Feed My People), friend of Jerry Martin, multiple health issues. 
Karla, friend of Cathy Tierney, heart issues 
Ken, Molly Perling's grandfather 
Warren Frank Moseley (Cynthia and Patrick Fox's son), and his friend, Janese Julien for comfort 
and healing 
Hope, health challenges. 
Teresa, Eliza Williamson's stepmother, chronic illness 
Mike, Jeannette Lehrmann's brother, prostate cancer. 
Pat R., friend of Cathy Tierney, bladder cancer 
Frank Menkhus, Pat Way's friend with heart problems 
Sally Moylan, Pat Way's friend with multiple health problems 
 
For Diocesan Clergy: Desiree Bratton, diocesan canon; The Rev. Helen Ludbrook and The Rev. 
David K. Fly. 
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For Trinity Food Ministry and its volunteers. 
 
For service members in harm's way. 
 
Birthdays October 4-10: Tom Kirk III, John McGuire, Barbara Uhlemann, Margaret Emert. 
 
Departed: Dolores Friesen. 
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Readings for Next Sunday, Oct. 11 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
 

AN OPEN AND INCLUSIVE CONGREGATION 
600 N. Euclid St. Louis MO 63108   Phone: 314.361.4655 

trinitycwe.org         www.facebook.com/TrinityStL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rector 
The Rev. Dr. Paul Jacobson 
       frpaul@trinitycwe.org 
         

Deacon 
The Venerable Harry Leip 
       harry@trinitycwe.org 
 

Priest Associate 
The Rev. Stephen Weissman        
 

Choirmaster and Organist 
Jeffery Nall  
       jeff@trinitycwe.org 
 

Parish Administrator 
Bill Ader    
       bill@trinitycwe.org 
 

Food Ministry Operations Mgr. 
Chuck Dombek 
       chuck@trinitycwe.org 
 

Assistant Food Ministry Mgr. 
Shawn Hall 
 

Sextons 
Angelo Shell 
Allen Robinson Bey 
 

 

                                                     Vestry 

       Senior Warden: Perry Trolard                                                      Junior Warden: Ben Kiel 
   

2027               2028 2029 
Andrea Callard      Carlos Daughaday Jackson Gress 
Adrienne Fly             Ben Kiel Ted McNamara 
Mary Patton         Perry Trolard  

   
         Delegates  

Ted McNamara           Carter Whitson Michael Shepley 
 

 

   

 


